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STEPHEN STRANGE WAS A PREEMINENT SURGEON 

UNTIL A CAR ACCIDENT DAMAGED THE NERVES IN 

HIS HANDS. HIS EGO DROVE HIM TO SCOUR THE 

GLOBE FOR A MIRACLE CURE. INSTEAD, HE FOUND 

A MYSTERIOUS WIZARD CALLED THE ANCIENT ONE 

WHO TAUGHT HIM MAGIC AND THAT THERE ARE ia 7 
THINGS IN THIS WORLD BIGGER THAN HIMSELF 
THESE LESSONS ENABLED STEPHEN TO BECOME 

THE SORCERER SUPREME, EARTH’S FIRST DEFENSE 

AGAINST ALL MANNER OF MAGICAL THREATS. HIS 

PATIENTS CALL HIM... N 


MEPHISTO IMPRISONED STEPHEN STRANGE’S SOUL IN AN IMMATERIAL SUB-REALM OF 
HELL. MEANWHILE, BATS, STEPHEN'S GHOST-DOG FRIEND, POSSESSED HIS BODY IN 
LAS VEGAS, AND TRIED TO RETRIEVE STRANGE’S SOUL. BUT THE APPEARANCE OF 
CLEA, STEPHEN'S FORMER WIFE, LED THEM ASTRAY, AND INTO A CONFRONTATION 
WITH SHUMA-GORATH. FORTUNATELY, THE SOULS OF THE AVENGERS--BLACK PANTHER, 
FALCON, CAPTAIN MARVEL, HAWKEYE, THOR, AND JANE FOSTER (THE RULES IN 
NECROTIC SUB-REALMS ARE BEYOND OUR UNDERSTANDING)--HAD BEEN SENT TO THE 
SAME PLACE. THEY FORCED SHUMA-GORATH TO RETREAT 
TEMPORARILY, BUT MAY NOT HAVE SUCCEEDED 

WITHOUT THE HELP OF...DORMAMMU! 


THE EVENTS OF THIS ISSUE TAKE PLACE 
CONCURRENTLY WITH THOSE IN DOCTOR 
STRANGE: DAMNATION #4. 
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CAN BE FAIRLY DIRECT. 
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SOMEONE, “THE PRICE” MAY 
BE THAT THEY HIT YOU BACK. 
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SAY, RESURRECT A CITY 
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“LUCKILY, THE COLLECTIVE 


iM \ LORDS OF SEVERAL HELLS ARE [42-7 


NOT EXACTLY KNOWN FOR 


“(AND YES, I'M 
USING “LUCKILY” QUITE 
LOOSELY HERE.) 


“I'M TOLD THEY EACH VENTURED 
TO A LONG-ABANDONED 


NECRO-DIMENSION WHERE THE 
1 DOORWAY WAS THE MOST POWERFUL. 
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DAMNATION. 
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“AND AS HE CROSSED \ 
| OVER INTO OUR REALM, } 

THE DEVIL PLAYED HIS \ 

LAST, GREATEST TRICK. 
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MEPHISTO 
HAS WRAPPED YOU 
AROUND HiS FINGER 
LIKE HE HAS THE REST 
OF US, STRANGE. 
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iS YOUR ONLY 
HOPE. 
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REALLY THINK I'M 
FALLING FOR THIS, 

DO YOUP 


WAIT, WHAT? 
WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED? 


HE WANTS 
ME TO REOPEN 
THE PORTAL SO WE 
CAN LEAVE. AND IN THE 
PROCESS, ALLOW 
HIM PASSAGE 
TO EARTH! 


PREVENT FROM 
HAPPENING. 
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HOW’S THAT 
BEEN GOING 

LATELY? 


OKAY. OUR 
SOULS REMAIN 
TRAPPED HERE FOR 
ETERNITY WHILE OUR 
BODIES ARE USED AS 
HELL PUPPETS BACK 
ON EARTH... 
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WORK WITH 
DORMAMMU_AND 
LEAVE BUT RISK 
UNLEASHING HELL 
ON EARTH. AGAIN. I 
THINK WE NEED 
TO CALM DOWN 
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I HAVE NO 
INTEREST iN 
YOUR REALM TODAY, 
STEPHEN. IT HAS BEEN 
€LAIMED BY MEPHISTO, 
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HURRY TO SOLVE 
THAT PROBLEM 
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OFFENSE, MAGIC 
SUPER VILLAIN. 


AND WHAT iS YOUR 
STORY, LITTLE ONEP 
YOU ARE MEANT TO Ki-L 

~ DORMAMMY? 


YEAH, LOOK. 
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FINE. BATS, 
STAY HERE AND 
WATCH DORMAMMU. 
KILL HIM IF HE TRIES 
ANYTHING. 
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HOW DARE 
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WE MADE A 
DEAL, TOO. 
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FIX THIS HELL THING. 
WE GOT THIS. 
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YOU BEEN, 
CLEA? 


HE LIBERATED 
EVERYONE'S SOULS 
AND I WAS THEN POSSESSED 
BY THE COMBINED SPIRITS OF 
THE AVENGERS AND I DEFEATED 
MEPHISTO WITH MAGIC SOUL 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: CHECK OUT 
DAMNATION #4 TO SEE ALL OF THAT FUN! 
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OUTDATED, THEN 
WHY DID IT WORK 
PERFECTLY? 
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NEXT: BACK TO THE SANCTUM! #390 ON SALE IN MAY! 
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